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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This action is responsive to communications: original application, filed 



07/28/2003. 



2. 



Claims 1-32 are pending in the case. Claims 1,17, 22, 23, and 32 are 



independent claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



1 . 35 U.S.C. 1 01 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 1-5, 9-14, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Regarding independent claim 1, claim 1 is non-statutory because it is at best 
directed to software perse and as such, does not define any structural and functional 
interrelationships between the computer program and other claimed elements of a 
computer, which would permit the computer program's functionality to be realized. In 
contrast, a computer-readable medium encoded with a computer program or computer 
software is a computer element which defines structural and functional interrelationships 
between the computer software and the rest of the computer which permit the software 
or computer program's functionality to be realized, and would thus be statutory. 
Therefore, claim 1 claims software perse not capable of causing functional change in 
the computer. 
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As claimed, claim 1 is directed to software perse, because claim 1 recites "a web 
page management system, comprising: a change management subsystem...; and an 
assembly subsystem..." Applicant's Specification, p. 7, par. 0034, and p. 15-18 
discloses that the change management application, i.e., change management 
subsystem recited in claim 1, is a software application. Applicant's Specification, p. 23, 
par. 0093 discloses that the assembly subsystem uses a script to assemble web pages, 
and therefore is a software application. As claimed, all of the elements of the system 
are implemented in software and do not claim structural and functional interrelationships 
between the computer software and the rest of the computer, the computer hardware. 

Regarding dependent claims 2-5 and 9-14, claims 2-5 and 9-14 are rejected 
because they add nothing to render the claimed subject matter statutory. 

Regarding independent claim 32, claim 32 is non-statutory because it is 
directed to nonfunctional descriptive material perse. Claim 32 recites "A web page, 
comprising: a component database including a plurality of components...; and a web 
page, including a parameter..." Nonfunctional descriptive material includes but is not 
limited to music, literary works and a compilation or mere arrangement of data. In this 
case, claim 32 recites a compilation or mere arrangement of data. 

Further, claim 32 does not define any structural and functional interrelationships 
between the claim elements and other elements of a computer, i.e., computer hardware, 
which would permit the computer program's functionality to be realized. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Jammes etal. (hereinafter "Jammes"), U.S. Patent No. 6,484,149 B1, issued 
November 2002. 

In regard to independent claim 1, Jammes teaches a web page management 
system, comprising a change management subsystem, providing for a plurality of 
components and a parameter; since Jammes teaches a system and method for 
designing and operating an electronic store to permit web page information to be 
extracted on demand from a product inventory database and permit web pages to be 
automatically customized to fit shopping behaviors of individual consumers (Abstract; 
col. 43, 1. 23-col. 44, 1. 60). Jammes teaches a change management subsystem 
providing for a plurality of components and a parameter since Jammes discloses 
creating customized web pages containing components, such as templates and 
database query scripts, and parameters, such as the result sets of the query (col. 16, 1. 
50-col. 17, 1. 26; col. 45, 1. 16-col. 47, 1. 5). 



Application/Control Number: 10/628,678 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2176 

Jammes discloses an assembly subsystem providing for the creation of a web 
page from a subset of said plurality of components selectively identified using said 
parameter, since Jammes teaches dynamically creating and assembling a web page 
based on a user request, from a subset of the components selectively identified using 
the parameters, i.e., data retrieved from the query (col. 45, 1. 16-col. 47, 1. 5; col. 47, 1. 5- 
65). Jammes teaches a detailed method of automatic customization of web pages for 
particular customers based on shopping behaviors (col. 48, 1. 31 -col. 55, 1. 20, 
especially col. 55, 1. 5-20), where data records for each customer ID are extracted to 
dynamically create web pages to present preferred products to individual customers. 

Regarding dependent claim 2, Jammes teaches that the assembly subsystem 
provides for the dynamic creation of said web page from said components and from 
said parameter at the time said web page is invoked through a user interface, since 
Jammes teaches dynamically creating and assembling a web page based on a user 
request, from a subset of the components and the parameter, i.e., templates and data 
retrieved from the query (col. 45, 1. 16-col. 47, 1. 5; col. 47, 1. 5-65). Jammes teaches a 
detailed method of automatic customization of web pages for particular customers 
based on shopping behaviors (col. 48, 1. 31 -col. 55, 1. 20, especially col. 55, 1. 5-20), 
where data records for each customer ID are extracted to dynamically create web 
pages to present preferred products to individual customers. 

Regarding dependent claim 3, Jammes teaches that the plurality of 
components is a plurality of executable programs, since Jammes teaches a plurality of 
database query scripts which are transaction commands to the web server, which in 
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turn issues the commands to a relational database server (col. 8, 1. 20-67). Jammes 
teaches additional page components which are executable programs (col. 12, 1. 11-44). 

Regarding dependent claim 4, Jammes teaches that the change management 
subsystem further includes a plurality of parameters, since Jammes discloses a plurality 
of parameters, such as the result sets of the query (col. 16, 1. 50-col. 17, 1. 26; col. 45, 1. 
16-col. 47, I. 5). 

Regarding dependent claim 5, Jammes teaches that the assembly subsystem 
provides for the dynamic creation of the web page from at least two parameters from 
said plurality of parameters, since Jammes teaches dynamically creating and 
assembling a web page based on a user request, using the parameters, i.e., data 
retrieved from the query (col. 45, 1. 16-col. 47, 1. 5; col. 47, 1. 5-65). Jammes teaches a 
detailed method of automatic customization of web pages for particular customers 
based on shopping behaviors (col. 48, 1. 31 -col. 55, 1. 20, especially col. 55, 1. 5-20), 
where data records for each customer ID are extracted to dynamically create web 
pages to present preferred products to individual customers. 

Regarding dependent claims 6-8, Jammes teaches that the parameter is 
received from a user interface (col. 16, 1. 42-col. 17, 1. 27; col. 13, 1. 25-55). Jammes 
discloses an internal user interface, since Jammes discloses a Merchant Workbench 
enhanced web browser to permit a merchant to design an electronic store over the 
internet (col. 9, 1. 53-col. 10, 1. 9). In addition to the internal user interface, Jammes also 
discloses an external user interface in the form of a standard web browser on a 
consumer computer (col. 9, I. 1-45). Jammes discloses that both the internal and 
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external user interface may perform queries and retrieve parameters (col. 9, I. 9-36), 
since the consumer may access preferred products via database query and the 
merchant. may also perform database queries. 

Regarding dependent claim 9, Jammes teaches that the parameter may be a 
version identifier (col. 12, 1. 19-28, especially I. 25). 

Regarding dependent claim 10, Jammes teaches that the parameter may be a 
date (col. 38, 1. 60-64, especially I. 62). 

Regarding dependent claims 11 and 12, Jammes teaches that the assembly 
subsystem invokes a script to create said web page (col. 42, 1. 37-col. 43, 1. 12; col. 43, 
I. 38-63), and that the script may be a cgi-bin script (col. 7, 1. 40-50). 

Regarding dependent claim 13, Jammes teaches that the assembly subsystem 
provides for the creation of a plurality of web pages (col. 55, 1. 65-col. 56, 1. 16). 

Regarding dependent claim 14, Jammes teaches that the plurality of 
components includes a first component and a second component, wherein said first 
component is an older version of said second component, since Jammes teaches an 
HTML page engine which dynamically creates hyperlink tags, i.e., page components, by 
combining index values from the template ID and the database, i.e., an index storing a 
plurality of addresses accessible to said plurality of links (col. 53, 1. 18-37; col. 55, 1. 20- 
col. 56, 1. 16). The hyperlink components are created after a database query is 
performed and a parameter value is retrieved (col. 55, 1. 20-col. 56, 1. 16). Jammes 
teaches a first component and a prior version of said first component, since Jammes 
teaches extracting consumer page data records and constructing hyperlink tags of 
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preferred products based on the data records and database (col. 55, 1. 20-col. 56, 1. 16), 
and Jammes teaches accessing different versions of hyperlinks and consumer data. 

Regarding dependent claim 15, Jammes teaches that the system further 
comprises a plurality of links and an index, wherein said index provides for storing a 
plurality of addresses accessible to said plurality of links, since Jammes teaches an 
HTML page engine which dynamically creates hyperlink tags by combining index values 
from the template ID and the database, i.e., an index storing a plurality of addresses 
accessible to said plurality of links (col. 53, 1. 1 8-37). 

Regarding dependent claim 16, Jammes teaches a plurality of web pages, 
wherein said plurality of links invoke said plurality of web pages through at least one 
address stored in said index, since Jammes teaches an HTML page engine which 
dynamically creates hyperlink tags by combining index values from the template ID and 
the database, i.e., an index storing a plurality of addresses accessible to said plurality of 
links (col. 53, 1. 18-37). 

In regard to independent claim 17, Jammes teaches a web page management 
system comprising a plurality of web pages (col. 8, 1. 20-24); a web server (col. 8, 1. 34- 
45); a parameter and a script (col. 45, 1. 49-col. 46, 1. 7); and a plurality of components 
(col. 8, 1. 1 1-67); since Jammes teaches a system and method for designing and 
operating an electronic store to permit web page information to be extracted on demand 
from a product inventory database and permit web pages to be automatically 
customized to fit shopping behaviors of individual consumers (Abstract; col. 43, 1. 23- 
col. 44, 1. 60). 
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Jammes teaches dynamically creating and assembling a web page based on a 
user request, from a subset of the components selectively identified using the 
parameters, i.e., data retrieved from the query script and query (col. 45, 1. 16-col. 47, 1. 
5; col. 47, 1. 5-65). Jammes teaches a plurality of database query scripts and page 
scripts (col. 45, 1. 49-col. 46, 1. 7), which contain transaction commands to the web 
server, which in turn issues the commands to a relational database server (col. 8, 1. 20- 
67). 

Jammes teaches that the web server provides for the creation of said plurality of 
web pages from a subset of components selectively identified with said parameter (col. 
8, 1. 11-67); since Jammes discloses creating customized web pages containing 
components, such as templates and database query scripts, and parameters, such as 
the result sets of the query (col. 16, 1. 50-col. 17, 1. 26; col. 45, 1. 16-col. 47, 1. 5). 
Jammes teaches that said script provides for the assembly of said plurality of web 
pages from said subset of selectively identified components, since Jammes teaches a 
plurality of database query scripts which are transaction commands to the web server, 
which in turn issues the commands to a relational database server (col. 8, 1. 20-67). 

Regarding dependent claim 18, Jammes teaches that the script may be a cgi- 
bin script (col. 7, 1. 40-50). 

Regarding dependent claim 19, Jammes teaches that the web server includes 
a change management application, wherein the change management application 
provides for the dynamic creation of said plurality of web pages through the invocation 
of said script, since Jammes teaches a plurality of database query scripts and page 
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scripts (col. 45, 1. 49-col. 46, 1. 7), which are transaction commands to the web server, 
which in turn issues the commands to a relational database server (col. 8, 1. 20-67). 
Jammes teaches a system and method for designing and operating an electronic store 
to permit web page information to be extracted on demand from a product inventory 
database and permit web pages to be automatically customized to fit shopping 
behaviors of individual consumers (Abstract; col. 43, 1. 23-col. 44, 1. 60). 

Regarding dependent claim 20, Jammes implicitly discloses that each 
component in said plurality of components includes a checkout status, since Jammes 
teaches the use of versioned control references for components, using a tree structure 
(col. 11,1. 11-col. 14, 1. 18), which allows for the registration and versioning of event 
driven computer applications, and would enable setting properties for a component 
including check out status. For example, Jammes discloses the use of standard HTML 
authoring systems such as Microsoft Visual Interdev TM (col. 9, 1. 31-44), which at the 
time of the invention included a checkout status for web components. 

Regarding dependent claim 21 , Jammes teaches a centralized index of 
addresses and a plurality of links, wherein said index of addresses determine the web 
pages pointed to by said. plurality of links, since Jammes teaches an HTML page engine 
which dynamically creates hyperlink tags by combining index values from the template 
ID and the database, i.e., an index storing a plurality of addresses accessible to said 
plurality of links (col. 53, 1. 18-37). 

In regard to independent claim 22, Jammes teaches a' web site management 
system, comprising: interface means providing for the capture of input characteristics; 
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since Jammes discloses a Merchant Workbench enhanced web browser to permit a 
merchant to design an electronic store over the internet (col. 9, 1. 53-col. 10, 1. 9). In 
addition to the internal user interface, Jammes also discloses an external user interface 
in the form of a standard web browser on a consumer computer (col. 9, 1. 1-45). 
Jammes discloses that both the internal and external user interface may perform 
queries and retrieve parameters (col. 9, 1. 9-36), since the consumer may access 
preferred products via database query and the merchant may also perform database 
queries. 

Jammes teaches change management means providing for the storing of a 
plurality of components and a plurality of parameters; and assembly means providing 
for the creation of a web page from a subset of said plurality of components and a 
subset of said plurality of parameters, because Jammes teaches a system and method 
for designing and operating an electronic store to permit web page information to be 
extracted on demand from a product inventory database and permit web pages to be 
automatically customized to fit shopping behaviors of individual consumers (Abstract; 
col. 43, 1. 23-col. 44, I. 60). J 

Jammes teaches dynamically creating and assembling a web page based on a 
user request, from a subset of the components selectively identified using the 
parameters, i.e., data retrieved from the query script and query (col. 45, 1. 16-col. 47, 1. 
5; col. 47, 1. 5-65).. Jammes teaches a plurality of database query scripts and page 
scripts (col. 45, 1. 49-col. 46, I. 7), which contain transaction commands to the web 
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server, which, in turn issues the commands to a relational database server (col. 8, 1. 20- 
67). 

Jammes teaches that the subset of parameters is selectively identified using said 
input characteristics; and that the subset of components is selectively identified using 
said subset of parameters, because Jammes teaches that consumers may use the 
browser interface and the system retrieves input characteristics from the browser; for 
example the web site of the electronic store supplies customized data for each 
customer based on the past history of customer input characteristics (col. 53, 1. 10-col. 
54, I. 56). 

Regarding dependent claim 23, Jammes teaches accessing a component 
database including a plurality of components, wherein said plurality of components 
includes a first component and a prior version of said first component; since Jammes 
teaches an HTML page engine which dynamically creates hyperlink tags, i.e., page 
components, by combining index values from the template ID and the database, i.e., an 
index storing a plurality of addresses accessible to said plurality of links (col. 53, 1. 18- 
37; col. 55, 1. 20-col. 56, 1. 16). The components are created after a database query is 
performed and a parameter value is retrieved (col. 55, 1. 20-col. 56, 1. 16). Jammes 
teaches a first component and a prior version of said first component, since Jammes 
teaches extracting consumer page data records and constructing hyperlink tags of 
preferred products based on the data records and database (col. 55, I. 20-col. 56, 1. 16), 
and Jammes teaches accessing different versions of hyperlinks and consumer data. 
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Regarding dependent claim 24, Jammes teaches invoking a script to create 
said web page (col. 42, 1. 37-col. 43, 1. 12; col. 43, 1. 38-63), and that the script may be a 
cgi-bin script (col. 7, 1. 40-50). 

Regarding dependent claim 25, Jammes teaches setting the parameter 
through a user interface, since Jammes discloses a Merchant Workbench enhanced 
web browser to permit a merchant to design an electronic store over the internet (col. 9, 
I. 53-cbl. 10, 1. 9). In addition to the internal user interface, Jammes also discloses an 
external user interface in the form of a standard web browser on a consumer computer 
(col. 9, 1. 1-45). Jammes discloses that both the internal and external user interface 
may perform queries and retrieve parameters (col. 9, 1. 9-36), since the consumer may 
access preferred products via database query and the merchant may also perform 
database queries. 

Regarding dependent claim 26, Jammes teaches retrieving address data from 
an index for a link, since Jammes teaches an HTML page engine which dynamically 
creates hyperlink tags, i.e., page components, by combining index values from the 
template ID and the database, i.e., an index storing a plurality of addresses accessible 
to said plurality of links (col. 53, 1. 18-37; col. 55, 1. 20-col. 56, 1. 16). 

Regarding dependent claim 27, Jammes teaches that at least 75% of the 
components in said plurality of components are executable programs, because Jammes 
teaches a plurality of database query scripts which are transaction commands to the 
web server, which in turn issues the commands to a relational database server (col. 8, 1. 
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20-67). Jammes teaches additional page components which are executable programs 
(col. 12, 1. 11-44). 

In other words, since Jammes teaches retrieving address data from an index for 
a link, and since Jammes teaches an HTML page engine which dynamically creates 
hyperlink tags, i.e., page components, by combining index values from the template ID 
and the database, i.e., an index storing a plurality of addresses accessible to said 
plurality of links (col. 53, 1. 18-37; col. 55, 1. 20-col. 56, 1. 16), Jammes implicitly 
discloses that all of the components are executable programs, since the HTML page 
engine is an executable program and the scripts are executable programs. 

Regarding dependent claim 28, Jammes teaches modifying one component, 
and extracting the modified component in a dynamic manner upon receipt of an 
invocation of said web page from a user interface, since Jammes teaches retrieving 
address data from an index for a link, and Jammes teaches an HTML page engine 
which dynamically creates hyperlink tags, i.e., page components, by combining index 
values from the template ID and the database, i.e., an index storing a plurality of 
addresses accessible to said plurality of links (col. 53, 1. 18-37; col. 55, 1. 20-col. 56, 1. 
16). Jammes discloses that both the internal and external user interface may perform 
queries and retrieve parameters (col. 9, 1. 9-36), since the consumer may access 
preferred products via database query and the merchant may also perform database 
queries. 

Regarding dependent claim 29, Jammes teaches that the web page includes 
links pointing to a foreign web page residing on a foreign web server (col. 8, 1. 34-45) 



Application/Control Number: 10/628,678 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2176 

since Jammes discloses communicating with a web server either on a local area 
network or externally via the world wide web. 

Regarding dependent claim 30, Jammes teaches retrieving the parameter from 
a user interface, since Jammes discloses that both the internal and external user 
interface may perform queries and retrieve parameters (col. 9, 1. 9-36), since the 
consumer may access preferred products via database query and the merchant may 
also perform database queries. 

Regarding dependent claim 31, Jammes teaches that at least one web page in 
said plurality of web pages is both a source web page and a target web page, since 
Jammes teaches a drag and drop interface where each page contains drag sources and 
drop targets (col. 15, 1. 39-67). Additionally, Jammes teaches that each web page may 
be both a source and target for data modification since Jammes discloses that both the 
internal and external user interface may perform queries and retrieve parameters (col. 
9, I. 9-36), since the consumer may access preferred products via database query and 
the merchant may also perform database queries. 

In regard to independent claim 32, Jammes teaches a web page, comprising a 
component database including a plurality of components, since Jammes teaches a 
system and method for designing and operating an electronic store to permit web page 
information to be extracted on demand from a product inventory database and permit 
web pages to be automatically customized to fit shopping behaviors of individual 
consumers (Abstract; col. 43, 1. 23-col. 44, I. 60). Jammes teaches a web page, 
including a parameter, wherein said parameter is used to select a subset of said 
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plurality of components for said web page, since Jammes discloses creating customized 
web pages containing components, such as templates and database query scripts, and 
parameters, such as the result sets of the query (col. 16, 1. 50-col. 17, 1. 26; col. 45, 1. 
16-col. 47, 1. 5). 

Jammes teaches that the plurality of components includes a first component and 
a prior version of said first component; since Jammes teaches an HTML page engine 
which dynamically creates hyperlink tags, i.e., page components, by combining index 
values from the template ID and the database, i.e., an index storing a plurality of 
addresses accessible to said plurality of links (col. 53, 1. 18-37; col. 55, 1. 20-col. 56, 1. 
16). The components are created after a database query is performed and a parameter 
value is retrieved (col. 55, 1. 20-col. 56, 1. 16). Jammes teaches a first component and a 
prior version of said first component, since Jammes teaches extracting consumer page 
data records and constructing hyperlink tags of preferred products based on the data 
records and database (col. 55, 1. 20-col. 56, 1. 16), and Jammes teaches accessing 
different versions of hyperlinks and consumer data. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Fraternali et al., "Model-Driven Development of Web Applications: The Autoweb 
System", ACM Transactions on Information Systems, Vol. 28, No. 4, October 
2000, p. 323-382. 

Discloses dynamic generation of web applications using components. 
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Tabuchi 



U.S. Patent No. 



6,212,533 B1 



issued 



April 2001 



Discloses hyper-media document management system with virtual link manager. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Amelia Rutledge whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7508. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
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AR 




TECHNOLOGY CENTER 21 00 



